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Reading Automata 

Mass digitization of text has resulted in the development of textual generators that are much more 
capable of writing through reading pre-existing chunks of text. While they do not understand the 
semantics of the text, many of these machines are capable of creating reasonably intelligible discourse 
through their reading and reassembly of pre-existing texts. Through targeting specific corpora (including 
Moby Dick and live data from a remote buoy; instructions from WikiHow; and a database of time zones), 
text generators and Twitterbots are creating engaging literary works. In this paper, I will theorise and 
historicise the development of reading automata within the wider context of the recent textual return in 
digital media facilitated by the development of ebooks and Twitter.  


